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Linguistics and Khorasan Dialects

Some Peculiar Traits Common to Certain Persian and Other Western Iranian
Dialects as Reflected in the Language of A. Ansari’s Tabagqat al-Siifiyyih
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Abstract

The study considers certain peculiarities shared by a number of western Iranian dialects, which are not
observed in the three modern literary forms of New Persian: literary Iranian Persian (Farsi), Afghan Persian
(Dari), and Tajiki. The present author has previously conducted detailed research on the Herati dialect based
on field research in Afghanistan and, after comparing the said dialect with other Khorasani dialects
(common in Iran), has identified common features of Khorasan Persian dialects. In the course of the present
author’s research on these dialects, it became evident that some of these peculiar features go back to
Medieval Times and are attested by an 11" century treatise, Tabagat al-Sifiyyih, consisting of utterances
of A. Ansari, the outstanding mystic and commentator of the Qur’an, and its language reflects some traits
of the old Herati dialect. The language of the treatise was studied by the famous iranoligist W. A. Ivanow.
But until now, no attempt has been made to consider the characteristics of the language of the treatise from
the perspective of modern dialectology. Filling the gap, this study analyzes some common features of
Khorasani Persian dialects, including Herati and Sistani, Tati dialects in the Caucasus, the dialects of
Central Iran spoken by the Zoroastrians, and some other dialects in relation to the language of the Tabakat
al-Sufiyyah. The dialectal features examined in this article include the use of the third person/demonstrative
pronoun enclitically, the use of the preposition xod/xode (with different phonetic variants) meaning “with”,
and the use of the verb suffix -i/-é, which is considered a “continuous suffix”.

Keywords: Iranian Studies, Persian Dialectology, Iranian Dialectology, Comparative Dialectology,
Khorasani Dialects.
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Abstract

Comprehending implicatures is a significant challenge in the process of language learning, and it is
influenced by various factors, including individual differences like learning styles. However, the
relationship between cognitive styles and pragmatic competence among Persian language learners is under-
researched. This study aims to investigate the impact of reflective and impulsive learning styles on Persian
learners’ comprehension of implicatures. To address this, 58 intermediate-level Persian learners (aged 18-
45, 51.7% female and 48.3% male) from various Persian language institutes were selected through
convenience sampling. Data collection involved a researcher-developed and validated implicature
comprehension listening test, followed by the validated Persian version of Barratt's Impulsiveness Scale
(1995). The results, analyzed using t-tests and analysis of variance via Jamovi software (version 2.6.2),
indicated no statistically significant difference between the reflective and impulsive learning style groups
in terms of implicature comprehension. Additionally, gender and its interaction with learning style did not
significantly affect learners performance. These results suggest that, contrary to expectations, reflective and
impulsive learning styles do not play a major role in Persian learners’ comprehension of implicatures. The
findings may contribute to the development of assessment tools for pragmatic comprehension and designing
educational programs based on pragmatic aspects and tailored to language learners’ needs.

Keywords: Implicature Comprehension, Reflective Learning Style, Impulsive Learning Style, Learning
Style, Interlanguage Pragmatics.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to study the conceptualizations of artificial intelligence based on Extended
Conceptual Metaphor Theory (ECMT) in a small corpus of news texts published in Persian digital media.
To this end, three digital news outlets of the past ten years were selected considering the research goals and
popularity criteria. One news text was selected for each year. Next, artificial intelligence conceptualizations
were systematically extracted following the Metaphor Identification Procedure (MIP). The data were
qualitatively analyzed based on the theoretical framework for source domains, cognitive processes, and
interacting contextual factors. Source domains were quantitatively analyzed using frequency and frequency
percentages. The findings revealed that cognitive processes are involved in the emergence of the metaphors
including conceptual compression and restriction, metonymy and blending at various levels of schematic
hierarchy. This study highlighted the role of the dynamic interaction between context and cognitive
processes. It also proposed the contextual-conceptual entanglement hypothesis to explain and study the role
of the reciprocal interaction of different contextual factors and cognitive processes throughout the
emergence of conceptual metaphors. Given the small sample size and qualitative nature of the study, further
investigation of the proposed hypothesis, replication of this study with larger samples adopting quantitative
approaches were suggested for future research. Moreover, more attention to contextual factors and
conceptualizations in language use for science and technology policy-making, journalism and technical
writing was suggested.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Cognitive Linguistics, Conceptual Metaphor.
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Abstract

This exploratory mixed-methods study investigated the impact of Langerian mindfulness on reading
comprehension among intermediate EFL learners. The research employed an experimental design,
comparing an experimental group receiving mindfulness-integrated instruction with a control group.
Quantitative data, collected via the Langer Mindfulness Scale (LMS) and IELTS reading test, were
analyzed using MANCOVA and MANOVA. The qualitative data from the learners’ reflection papers and
interviews, as well as the teacher’s observations enriched the findings. The results revealed no significant
overall enhancement in mindfulness or reading comprehension, except for a notable improvement in the
LMS Flexibility subscale on the immediate posttest. Qualitative insights, however, highlighted increased
engagement, contextual sensitivity, and reduced anxiety, suggesting subtle benefits not fully captured
quantitatively. This study underscores the potential of Langerian mindfulness to enhance adaptive learning
despite limited statistical significance, likely due to the brief intervention duration. It contributes to the field
by bridging empirical gaps with a rigorous mixed-methods approach, offering pedagogical implications for
creating dynamic EFL classrooms.

Keywords: Langerian Mindfulness, EFL Reading Comprehension, Mixed-Methods, Pedagogical
Innovation.
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Abstract

Hanashur is one of the villages in Tasuj Rural District, Shonbeh and Tasuj District is in Dashti County,
Bushehr Province, Iran. The Hanashuri dialect is a Persian language variety spoken in Bushehr Province.
Interviews with native speakers, recording their speech and phonetics, were done to complete the linguistic
corpus of the research. Field and descriptive-analytical methods as well as library tools were used to conduct
this research. The analysis of such issues as the verb system and the understanding of the characteristics of
its constituent components, the position of stress, the conjugation of verbs in the present aspect, mood, and
tenses in Hanashuri were considered. The results showed that the verb forms are from the past or non-past
root and, like standard Persian, are classified in terms of type into auxiliary, lexical, and impersonal. The
verb conjugation is in the past and non-past tense. The future tense does not exist in standard Persian, and
the same present indicative is used for it, and the distinction between the two is made according to the
context. All aspects of the indicative and non- indicative finite and non-finite verbs and the aspects of
standard Persian are also seen in Hanashuri. Unlike most dialects of Dashti, the ergative feature is not seen
in the Hanashuri dialect, and the stress is often on the first syllable of the verbs.

Keywords: Tasuj Rural District, Hanashuri Dialect, Verb System, Verb Classification, Inflection.
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Abstract

This study investigates the African toponyms based on two linguistic criteria. The first criterion is the main
factor for calling African countries. In other words, we try to determine the different social factors of the
African toponyms. The second criterion is related to Persian equivalences of African toponyms. In this part,
the word formation processes, which are used for naming African countries in Persian, are explored.
Accordingly, 50 African country names were selected. The results of the first part show that there are seven
factors for the African toponyms. Among them, the name of “geographical features” is the most popular
one, since it is in 21 African toponyms. Other factors are the name of tribes and nations, people
characteristics, Kingdom dynasty, the name of products, the name of a person, and geographical direction.
The results of the second criterion also show that there are three word formation processes for naming
African toponyms including borrowing, coinage, and loan translation. The most popular one is borrowing,
used in 45 Persian equivalents of African toponyms. Coinage is used for the formation of two African
toponyms in Persian, and three African toponyms are the result of loan translation in Persian.

Keywords: Toponym, Etymology, Translation Study, Sociolinguistics.
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