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2. arbitrary PRO
3. Definiteness Effect
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(1) a. Itis obvious where you got that hickey.
b. It gets dark in November.

1. zero-place predicate
2. unaccusative predicate
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(2) a. [np An announcement about the robbery] worried Maigret.
b. *It worried Maigret [xp An announcement about the robbery].
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(3) a. [rpitseems [cp that [rp [many people]; are [pp t; in the room]]]].
b. *[ it; seems [1p t; to be [pp many people in the room]]].
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. valuing

. checking

. deletion

. D-feature

. Extended Projection Principle (EPP)
. Phi-feature (¢)

. case

. uninterpretable

. Full Interpretation
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(4) a. Itis said that he has taken bribes.
b. *It was awarded only one prize.
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(5) a. Unicorns exist.
b. There are unicorns.
c. There exist unicorns.
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(6) a. There are [sc many girls in the garden].
b. Many girls are [sc t in the garden].
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(7) a. [rpthere; seems [rp t; to be [pp a man in the room]]].
b. *[1p there; seems [ t; to be [pp many people in the room]]].
c. [rp there; seem [1p t; to be [pp many people in the room]]].
d. *[rp there seem that [p [many people]; are [pp t; in the room]]].
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1. definite article
2. universal quantifier
3. proper name
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(8) a. * There is John in this garden.
b. C’ ¢ Gianni in questo  giardino.
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(9) a. A man is in the room.
b. There is a man in the room.
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1. expletive subject
2. verb-subject inversion
3. that- trace effect
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1. Unique 0 Generalization
2. Crash
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1.Introduction

The present article aims to study case and agreement systems in Sorani Kurdish in
general and its two varieties Sanandaji and Bane’i dialects in particular. We will
show the adequacy of recent generative approaches (Structural and Morphological)
in explaining case marking system in Sanandaji and Bane’i Kurdish and by
comparing similarities and differences of the two varieties it will ultimately be
shown that both structural and morphological approaches are required in the
explanation of case in Kurdish. In this article Sorani ergative constructions will be
dealt with. This dialect uses reduplication of clitics to show the ergativity. Among
major traits of ergative constructions in this dialect is the non-presence of case
marker morphemes on subject NPs and direct and indirect objects. Moreover,
case/agreement systems ‘“nominative-accusative” and ‘“oblique-nominative” in
Bane’i Kurdish and “nominative-accusative” and oblique-oblique” in Sanandaji
Kurdish will be introduced. While describing case and agreement in Sanandaji and
Bane’i this article aims to show that generative approaches are not equally
adequate in explaining two varieties of Sanandaji and Bane’i. Through utilizing
theoretical concepts of minimalism, analyzing intransitive phrases, single object
and double object transitive phrases in Sorani (Sanandaji and Bane’i), and studying
the adequacy of structural and morphological approaches in the explanation of case
patterns of the mentioned data in the past and present tenses. In Bane’i Kurdish
morphological approach has the adequacy to explain all structures of intransitive
phrases, transitive single object and double object in the past and present but in
Sanandaji Kurdish structural approach has the adequacy to explain the given data.
It will therefore be shown in this article that a unified approach to explain the case
system in Kurdish is not adequate enough and both structural and morphological
approaches are necessary to be employed.

1- Corresponding Author : ebadakhshan@uok.ac.ir
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2.Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework used for the purpose of this study is minimalist
program. Minimalist program tries to simplify theoretical concepts and linguistic
theories and by the elimination of unnecessary syntactic mechanisms has
emphasized on developing an economic criterion in the linguistic derivations and
representations. In fact, the main goal of minimalist program is to utilize the
minimum theoretical concepts and devices in generative grammar. In the
framework of minimalist program unlike other pervious forms, only two linguistic
levels are assumed and other linguistic levels presented in other versions of
generative grammar have been eliminated for the purpose of minimalism and the
unnecessary mechanisms have been eradicated.

3.Methodology

This research is qualitative in nature and has been done through a descriptive-
analytic method. The data are gathered from the native speakers of the cities of
Sanandaj and Bane and it should be noted that the linguistic intuition of the writers
who are natives of these cities has been also taken into consideration. In order to
analyze the data, theoretical concepts of minimalist program have been employed.

4.Results and Discussion

With regard to the comparison and analysis of Sanandaji and Bane’i data within the
framework of generative approaches (structural and morphological), it can be
concluded that case marking in different languages and even in varieties of the
same language, follows different patterns. For example, in Bane’i all intransitive
structures, mono-transitive and double transitive in past and present tenses are
explicable based on morphological approach, while in Sanandaji all intransitive
structures, mono-transitive and double transitive in past and present are explicable
based on structural approach. Therefore these two varieties of Kurdish derived
from Sorani dialect follow two different morphological and structural (syntactic)
patterns. We can thus say that case marking system in some languages is sensitive
to syntactic/structural position of NPs like Sanandaji Kurdish, and in others like
Bane’i Kurdish to disjunctive morphological rules.

5.Conclusions and Suggestions

In this article we tried to study and analyze case-agreement systems in Sorani
Kurdish and compare the adequacy of the recent approaches like generative
grammar (structural and morphological) in the explanation of case marking in
Sanandaji and Bane’i Kurdish and finally propose a suitable approach with greater
adequacy in the explanation of case marking in the above mentioned varieties of
Kurdish. Sorani Kurdish, like some other Kurdish dialects, enjoys split ergative
system which has a simple ergative pattern in the past tense. Sorani dialect in the
process of transition from a synthetic to an analytic language has lost its case
marking morphemes. Thus the ergative case pattern in this dialect is observable at
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the level of cross-reference. The present article employing concepts of minimalist
program presented a formal explanation of the derivational process of non-ergative
syntactic structures in Sorani dialect. Although Sanandaji and Bane’i are varieties
of the same dialect (Sorani), different approaches are at work in the explanation of
their data. Thus it can be said that the explanation of the data of a particular
language is not limited to a specific approach and sometimes it is necessary to
utilize both approaches (structural and morphological).

At the end, further research is required to study the adequacy of generative
grammar approaches in the explanation of case marking in both other Kurdish and
Iranian language varieties. In addition, a theoretical research on mixed structural
and morphological approach in the explanation of case patterns in human
languages could be of high value.

Key Words: Case assignment, Configurational rules, Kurdish, Morphological,
Structural.
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1- Introduction

The notion that a proposition has a fundamentally bipartite structure derives
ultimately from Aristotle. By hypothesis, expletives contribute nothing to the
semantics and receive no theta role. Therefore, expletive subjects constitute
perhaps the best argument that this requirement that propositions must be built
from a subject and a predicate, is syntactic rather than semantic. Previous work on
pro-drop languages identified a set of parametric values associated with the
availability of null subjects, including the presence of null expletive subjects. In the
same vein, but more within the framework of Minimalist Program, we will discuss
the fact that referential subjects may optionally be overt or covert in Persian, while
expletives are obligatorily null. In this regard, a covert pronoun expletive will be
claimed to have merged in the surface subject position of all zero-place predicates
and some unaccusative structures where the internal argument is a PP or CP,
satisfying the EPP feature - a requirement forcing some DP to appear in the
specifier of the clausal head. This analysis is empirically supported by a number of
facts arguing against the idea that pronoun in (this) can freely appear as an
expletive subject in Persian.

2- Theoretical Framework

The Minimalist approach is a research program that attempts to define an optimal
design for human language by postulating only those assumptions minimally
required on conceptual grounds. These assumptions include a grammar that
generates Logical Form (LF) and Phonetic Form (PF) pairs for all sentences. These
pairs are compiled from the feature sets of lexical items by an optimal
computational system and must have the morphosyntactic features of all lexical
elements checked at the interfaces for appropriate interpretability. The features
which relate sound and meaning come in binary divisions; they can be interpretable
or uninterpretable, and weak or strong. The property of interpretability, generally
used as the driving force behind the establishment of syntactic dependency in the
minimalist system, is supposed to play a central role in the syntactic computation to
drive the transition into the interpretive LF component. The idea is that
uninterpretability forces feature matching and as a result, any uninterpretable
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feature which has been matched will be deleted. To put it more concretely, unlike
interpretable features which have an effect on semantic interpretation and can
participate in more than one checking operation, the uninterpretable ones must be
eliminated before they reach LF; otherwise, Full Interpretation will be violated. In
addition to having the property of interpretability, features also have a second
property, known as strength. Strong features must be checked before the grammar
splits; indeed, if any strong feature is left unchecked before Spell-Out, the
derivation crashes at PF. To sum up, the feature strength is used to ensure locality
between two features (that is, to trigger movement).

3- Methodology

In line with what holds for feature checking introduced in the previous section, we
examined the properties of expletives within the Minimalist framework. An
expletive is an element that may fill the surface subject position but does not
receive theta role from the predicate. For both theoretical and empirical grounds,
first we need to investigate the properties of expletives in a language, say English.
English has two types of expletives: existential expletive (there) and expletive
pronoun (it). While both expletives are place holders for the subject, the
configurations where there and it are licensed are different due to their different
feature composition. More specifically, the expletive there is lexically specified as
having a categorial D-feature, but no Case- or phi-features, whereas the expletive it
is fully specified with categorial, Case, and phi-features. However, the there-
expletive structures are not of concern here, since we are merely going to study
expletive pronoun in Persian syntactic structures. These sketchy considerations
suffice to show the considerable theoretical and empirical potential of the topic we
are investigating.

4- Results &Discussion

Persian is a Null-subject, verb final language that exhibits an SOV order in the
unmarked order, except clausal arguments that occur post-verbally. Previous work
on null subject languages identified a set of parametric values associated with the
availability of null subjects. Some features initially discussed for Romance null
subject languages such as Italian or Spanish are: (a) null subjects, (b) free verb-
subject (c) absence of that-trace effects, and (d) the availability of null expletive
subjects.

Whether or not there is an expletive construction in Persian has been highly
controversial. Some linguists believe that overt and covert expletives exist in this
language. However, some others have argued that there are no overt or covert
expletives in Persian, and that the Spec of TP is not obligatorily filled.

In this study we will draw on the fact that while referential subjects may optionally
be overt or covert in Persian, expletives are obligatorily null. In this regard, a
covert pronoun expletive will be claimed to have merged in the surface subject
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position of all zero-place predicates (1a) and some unaccusative structures (1b)
where the internal argument is a PP or CP, satisfying the EPP feature - a
requirement forcing some DP to appear in the specifier of the clausal head:
1. (a). da’va Sod.

quarrel became-3Sg.

“The quarrel began.”
(b). az anha hemayat Sod.
from them support became-3Sg.

“They were supported.”
(c). anha hemayat Sod-and

they support became-3Pl.

“They were supported.”
In (1a), da'va (quarrel) is the non-verbal element (NV) of a zero-place predicate
and Sod (became) is its light verb (LV). Since there is no internal or external
argument, an expletive pronoun must be merged in the surface subject position to
satisfy structural requirements of the derivation, including EPP and case feature. In
(1b), in contrast to (1c), the internal argument is a preposition phrase. On the one
hand this constituent is not subject to the Case Filter (i.e. it doesn’t need case
checking), and on the other hand it cannot check the EPP feature of the clausal
head due to its phrasal category. So, a subject expletive which agrees with the LV
in phi-features has to be inserted in the Spec, TP. This analysis is empirically
supported by a number of facts arguing against the idea that pronoun in (this) can
freely appear as an expletive subject; subject-verb agreement is one of the most
important ones to prove this fact:
2. (a). in Ali bud ke u ra did.

this  Ali was that him acc. saw-3Sg.

“It was Ali that saw him.”

(b). in ma budim ke u ra  did-im
in we were that him acc. saw-1PL
“It was us that saw him.”

The contrast between (2a) and (2b) shows that the pronounin (this) cannot be
treated as a subject expletive, since it is “Ali/ we” that agrees with the following
verbs in the matrix and embedded clauses.

5- Conclusions& Suggestions

The present study shows that while referential subjects may optionally be overt or
covert in Persian, expletives are obligatorily null. This covert expletive has the
following properties:

A. It is fully specified with categorial, Case, and phi-features.

B. It appears with zero-place predicates and some unaccusative structures where
the internal argument is a PP or CP.
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Suggestion: The existence of a null existential expletive in Persian could also be
investigated.

Key Words: Expletive pronoun, Pro-drop, Extended Projection Principle, Zero-
place predicate, Unaccusative predicate.
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1- Introduction

Different approaches to language aim to solve the problem of communication
break-downs through the lenses they look at the language. Functionalists, for
instance, consider “verbs” as a part of speech which conveys speakers’ thoughts.
Moreover, it’s the “verb” which determines its collocations and word choices.
However, it is not uncommon that a particular verb, not only in different languages,
but also in various dialects of the same language is not usually followed by the
same collocations.

Iran is a country of various dialects among which Mashhadi has recently attracted
researchers due to its fundamental similarities to the standard Persian language.
Considering the importance of Mashhadi in comparison with other dialects, the
present research aims at analyzing the verb "go" when it means "become", and
comparing Mashhadi and English in this regard. Moreover, this study seeks to
investigate how variables such as age, gender, educational, and social levels play
roles in employing the verb "go" in Mashhadi dialect.

2- Theoretical Framework

A flow of events can be well reflected through a set of manageable processes in a
clause (Halliday, 2004).Processes are divided into material, mental, relational,
verbal, behavioural, and existential, in each of which verb is the most revealing
part of the mode of action, reflection, or providing information. Accordingly, “go”
is classified as behavioural and “become” as relational.

To clarify the meaning of dialect, it can be mentioned that a dialect is a variety of a
language which embraces different types of pronunciation, lexicon, and structure.
Although these differences may sometimes need to be learned by other language
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users to comprehend the dialect, the dialect is still a subordinate of the language.
Among various dialects of Persian language, a large body of literature examines
Mashhadi dialect from different aspects, but none of these studies investigates the
utilization of “go” in the meaning of “becoming” in this dialect.

3- Methodology

To serve the purpose of the study, 300 conversations were recorded in various
situations uttered by male and female participants, aged 13-76, with different
educational levels (academic/non-academic), and from different social levels
(low/middle/high). Data collection in English section was done with the use of
language banks, including Corpus of Contemporary American English, American
National Corpus, and Cambridge English Corpus as well as reference books such
as Oxford Dictionary of Collocations, Collins, and Longman Dictionaries. Finally,
two native speakers were asked to attest the soundness of the data and add any
further collocations.

4- Discussion

The extracted Mashhadi collocations in which “go” means “become” were
summarized in tables. As the tables show the majority of such Mashhadi
collocations have their equivalent in English with the same verb, i.e. go. With
regard to the participants’ age, the results of the study suggested that utilizing the
verb "go" with the meaning of "become" was more frequent among elderly people
(56%) in comparison with adults and teenagers. Considering gender, men (63%)
benefited from this type of verb in their speech more than women did. With regard
to social class, it was found that there is a negative relationship between Mashhadi
people use of "go" with the meaning of "become" and their social class. This means
that as Mashhadi people move up the ladder of social class they use this verb less.
The analysis of participants’ educational level also revealed that academic
Mashhadi people employ "go" with the meaning of "become" nearly three times
less than non-academic Mashhadi ones.

5- Conclusions

This study endeavored to address similarities and differences between Mashhadi
dialect and English with regard to the use of “go”. In doing so, some similarities
and differences between Mashhadi and English with regard to employing this verb
were observed. It was also found that the abstract aspect of “go” is used frequently
by Mashhadi people. This means that when Mashhadi people use “go" with the
meaning of "become" they move from its behavioral aspect to relational one. It was
also interpreted that in both Mashhadi dialect and English“go” conveys the
meaning of “becoming” when it mostly carries a negative feeling or connotation.
More importantly, it wasrevealed that the application of “go” when it means
“become” by Mashhadi people is under the influence of age, gender, educational,
and social levels. However, the dire warning is about the gradual change or death
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of Mashhadi dialect by its growing number of educated and young people.
Undoubtedly, conducting historical studies may explore more about Mashhadi
dialect changes in the course of time, which can provide its dialect users a deeper
understanding to survive their dialect.

Key Words: Dialect, Mashhadi, Go, Become, English.
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1- Introduction

Dialect geography is a sub-discipline of linguistics, which investigates the regional
distribution of specific linguistic features in a given geographical area and
represents them in linguistic maps. A linguistic map is a thematic map that displays
geographical distribution of linguistic features, speakers of a language, or
isoglosses of a dialect continuum. One of the quantitative methods of dialect
geography, which was developed in 1970s, and improved later by the use of
computers, is dialectometry. Dialectometry is a quantitative method to measure
dialect variations applying statistical calculations and aggregate analysis in large
samples of linguistic features for a dialect region. Quantitative methods in
dialectometry are called aggregate analysis, because instead of considering
individual linguistic feature distribution at once, they measure the differences
among several variables altogether, then calculate the relative differences in the
given data set. Here, the basic idea is that taking multiple variables into account
draws a more accurate picture of the relationship among language varieties. Hence,
current research aimed to draw a dialect map of the southeastern Caspian Seacoast,
through aggregate analysis of Mazandarani dialect data.

2- Theoretical Framework

Following Hoppenbrouwers and Hoppenbrouwers's (1988) phone frequency
method, current research aimed to draw a dialect map of the southeastern Caspian
Seacoast, through aggregate analysis of Mazandarani dialect data, taken from The
National Project of the Linguistic Atlas of Iran. Hoppenbrouwers and
Hoppenbrouwers (1988) described an experiment in which languages were
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compared on the basis of phonetic texts from the International Phonetic
Association IPA (1949). For each text, the frequencies of phones were obtained.
Since not all samples were the same size, relative frequencies were used instead.
The distance between two languages was equal to the sum of the absolute values of
the differences between the corresponding relative phone frequencies.

3- Methodology

The research setting is located between the southeastern Caspian Sea coast and the
northern slopes of eastern Alborz mountain ranges. Language materials, i.e.,
Mazandarani local equivalent of 62 lexical entries (4526 equivalent in total), were
collected for every site through questionnaires, accompanied by 73 interviews with
NORM (Non-mobile old rural male) speakers (38% female) of 36 years old with an
average primary level of education and. For the purpose of data analysis, firstly,
local equivalents were transcribed using 38 IPA symbols (29,394 tokens in
total). Secondly, vowels were extracted and statistically analyzed. Then, the
absolute frequency of each vowel in the database was calculated. Next, the relative
frequency of each vowel for every dialect region was calculated and normalized.
Associated relative frequencies were mapped to reveal the regional dialect
continuum. Finally, in order to account for the resulting dialect regions, every
vowel’s impact index -which equals to absolute average value of the relative
frequency of each vowel to its absolute frequency in the corpus- in differentiating
dialect regions, was calculated. As for the reliability of the research findings
Cronbach’s a was applied.

4- Results and Discussion

Normalized relative frequency and impact index of vowels account for regional
variations based on vowel system variable, namely: with the impact indexes of -
2.34 for the front, closed, spread, long vowel /i/ ,-1.55 for the front, open, spread,

short vowel /a/ ,1.52 for the back, half-open, half-rounded, short vowel /> / ,1.50
for the back, closed, rounded, long vowel /u/ ,1.41 for the central, half-open, half-

spread, short vowel /e /, 1.06 for the back, open, rounded, long vowel /b / , 1.02
for the central, half-spread, short vowel / o / , and finally 0.95 for the near back,

half-closed, spread, short vowel /1 /

5- Conclusion and Suggestions

The interpretative maps, based on interactive beam maps, illustrate four regional
dialects in northwest, west, southeast, and south-central highlands. Although all
four regional dialects share the same vowel system, the relative frequencies of the
vowel sound in each region varies according to different phonetic processes, hence,
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there come different impact indexes. In brief, the front vowels /i/ and /a/,in

comparison to central vowels /o/ and /1/, impose uttermost differences in the index
on regional variations.

Key Words: Linguistic Atlas, Dialectometry, Vowel frequency method,
Mazandarani language.
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1- Introduction

Congquest of Iran by the Arabs and their arrival in this land during the 8" and 9"
centuries caused the Iranian Muslims to apply Arabic to transfer knowledge and
technology. No evidence of the books, written in Persian language, has remained.
In the first half of ten” century, Manichaean, used their religious (sacred) script for
producing their works in Persian. These texts are a part of manuscripts, discovered
in Turfan, now kept in academy of sciences in Berlin. In other words, we must
consider these texts as the oldest works in Persian language, which have been
written in a language called the new initial Persian.

2- Theoretical Framework

New initial Persian manuscripts are religious and are grammatical and semantic
transformation new, for the first time this type of manuscript is seen and with
review them was informed of original condition of Persian literature (prose and
verse). In the book acta iranica 9a"Mrs.Boyce" has come some of the manuscripts.
"E. Provasi" at herself article in the name of The Persian language in history to has
come ideogram and translation some the text of Manichaean texts

3- Methodology

In this article I have attempted to survey all these new Persian manuscripts, which
contain 15 two pages folds (R & V). Image of the manuscripts is taken from
Website www.bbaw.de/Forschung/Turfanforschung/dta and from image the
manuscript, ideogram and in parts of the text has been done reconstruction and
compare their most important features, phonological, morphological, syntactical,
and its glossary with the periods, before and after.

4- Results & Discussion

More words of the texts related to the Middle Persian language. Many of them
fully reached to the next period Dari Persian or been with changes or has lost its
function. Parthian Pahlavi, Sogdian and Arabic words there is in the manuscripts.
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Also with reviews in the manuscripts encountered with grammatical and phonetic
and semantic changes. The changes include: 1. Conversion a consonant to other
consonant b «— wé&d « t. 2. In addition to the sign plural-an, added sign plural —
ha. 3. Deletion consonant -hend at words finished to -th. 4. Deletion consonant -
gend. 4. Deletion consonant -nend at words finished to —i$n. 6. Deletion vowel a-
beginnings in some of the words. 7. Deletion consonant x In group/ x§ /central.

5- Conclusions& Suggestions

Languagethe texts, PersianManichaean to line Manichean from Middle Persian take root
andin themiddle of the waychange fromMiddle PersiantoPersianDari. Insome cases
isfollower the MiddlePersianandin  somecases has seensuch as loginArabic
wordsandphoneticchanges, Persianinnovations.

Key Words: Initially new Persian, Manichaean manuscripts, Persian, Etymology.
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1-Introduction

National anthems, known as texts based on symbolic approaches and as the center
of national attention, have always been significant and in demand of investigation.
National Anthem is the national symbols of each country representing its thoughts
and inspirations to the world and also it is expected to unite people within a nation.

2-Theoretical Framework

This research is intended to study the national anthem from a linguistic perspective,
employing Laclau and Mouffe’s model along with Van Dijk’s approach, through a
number of linguistic tools.

3-Methodology

This research is trying to answer the following questions: What are the nodal points
of each country’s national anthem? What is the relationship between the level of
development in country and the concepts embodied in their national anthems?
What are the similarities and differences found in the national anthems of the
countries under investigation from a linguistic discourse perspective? To this end,
the national anthems of 114 countries chosen from 5 continents of the world were
reviewed. With regard to the development criteria, the countries were classified
into three categories: Developed, developing and least developed countries.

4-Results & Discussion

In the national anthems of developed countries, the nodal points related to the
concepts of war, praying, freedom, futurism, retrospection, and nature description
have the highest frequency. In the national anthems of the developing countries, the
nodal points of the war, freedom, futurism, retrospection, unity, peace and
reconciliation, and nature description are the most widely used ones. Finally, in the
national anthems of the least developed countries, the nodal points related to war,
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freedom, futurism, unity, peace and reconciliation, retrospection, and praying have
the highest frequency.

5-Conclusion & Suggestions

The findings based on linguistic discourse analysis indicate that present time is
used significantly more than past and the future. 33% of the countries emphasized
on the polarity opposition of "Us" versus "Them", and the remaining 67% only
praise themselves and believe in theirs, not against. The rate use of this opposition
of the national anthems of the three groups of countries was not significantly
different. In this study, 93% of countries have used more positive words
(euphemism) than negative words (dysphemism) in their national anthems, while
the numbers reported for the developed and developing countries are 11% and 6%
for using negative words (dysphemism) more than positive words (euphemism)
respectively. However, in the national anthems of the least developed countries, the
use of positive words (euphemism) is greater than the negative words
(dysphemism).

Key Words: National anthems, Nodal point, Us versus Them, Positive-negative
words, Developmental procedure.
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