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Abstract

The study aimed at exploring phonotactics in Sistani Balouchi dialect based on
Generative Phonology. A corpus was collected from a number of Sistani Balouch
speakers. The results showed that there are consonant clusters both in onset and coda.
These consonant clusters include constraints in onset and coda. Therefore,
consonants which have [-sonorant] feature cannot occur as the second member of the
onset in simple and compound words. Also, two consonants with the same place of
articulation cannot make cluster in onset. [r] and [w] as the second member of onset
and [n] and [r] as the first member of coda are the most frequent consonants,
respectively. The low and front vowel [a] is the most frequent as the nucleus of
syllables which have cluster in onset and coda. Obstruents, nasals and liquids are the
most frequent as the second member in coda. Sonority Sequencing Principle (SSP) is
verified in consonant clusters of the onset and the codas which have long vowels of
[i, e:, u, 0, a] as the nucleus but SSP may be rejected in consonant clusters of the
codas which have short vowels of [a, 1, 1] as the nucleus.
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