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- He was spitting fire.

- The fire between them finally went out.

- The painting set fire to the composer’s imagination.

- The killing sparked off riots in the major cities.

- He was burning the candle at both ends.

- The bank robber snuffed out Sam’s life.
- The speaker fanned the flames of the crowd’s enthusiasm.
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Abstract

With the emergence of electronic dictionaries and due to the inadequacies of existing
Persian dictionaries, a scientific and theory-based approach is required in
lexicography. One of the most important problems in lexicography is the way of
arranging idioms and idiomatic expressions. The purpose of the study is to organize
idioms and idiomatic expressions in dictionaries in a non-linear way. To achieve the
purpose of the study, the following research question was proposed: How to use a
way other than the usual alphabetical and linear way based on which idioms and
idiomatic expressions are presented in dictionaries? To do this, based on descriptive-
analytical method and cognitive semantics approach and its concepts, such as
conceptual metaphor, conceptual metonymy, and conventional knowledge, the
authors examined the data extracted from Sokhan Persian Dictionary. The results
indicated that by presenting metaphoric and metonymic boxes in dictionaries, and
based on the conventional knowledge of the language speakers, a non-linear way can
be proposed for arranging idioms and their equivalents. But not all idioms could be
analyzed based on conceptual metaphor, conceptual metonymy, and conventional
knowledge, because some idioms are made through the non-figurative part of the
language and could be analyzed accordingly.
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