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Introduction and Problem Statement

Language is not merely a formal system of rules, but rather a true reflection of human cognition
and the mind. In this context, morphology, as one of the most dynamic levels of language, plays
a fundamental role in the formation of new words andits profound interaction with meaning.
Moving beyond purely formal and structuralist approaches, the present study adopts a cognitive
perspective, as the word-formation processiis a gradual, context-sensitive, and meaning-based
phenomenon. In cognitive linguistics, affixes are regarded as representations of mental concepts
and semantic networks.

One of the highly frequent, complex, and emerging suffixes in contemporary Persian is the suffix
“-tor”. This suffix, which has not been investigated in previous studies, has gained significant
prevalence in media discourse and social networks. The main problem addressed in this research
is the examination of this suffix based on prototype theory, in order to demonstrate how an affix
can encompass a continuum of meanings, ranging from central to peripheral.

Research Questions
This study seeks to find answers to the following fundamental questions:

1. How is this emerging suffix distributed in contemporary Persian discourse (especially in
digital space)?

2. Which uses of the suffix “-tor” are considered prototype (central) members, and which ones
are peripheral uses?

3. What cognitive and contextual factors cause this suffix to distance itself from the category
center and move toward lexical innovations and peripheral uses?

Theoretical Framework

The present study is conducted within the framework of cognitive morphology, relying on
prototype theory. In this regard, it draws upon the views of prominent cognitive linguists to



demonstrate that affixes do not have clear-cut and monosemous boundaries; rather, they function
as a “semantic network.” Investigating the connection between the lexical base and the
conceptual roles generated by the suffix requires the mapping of conceptual schemas, which is
well explicated within this framework.

Methodology and Data Collection

This research is a descriptive-analytical and corpus-based study grounded in cognitive
morphology theory. The target population and data collection platforms are the social networks
“Telegram” and “Instagram,” serving as reflections of natural and digital discourse. A total of
114 contextualized tokens have been extracted and compiled over the past year. Following the
data extraction, the various meanings of the combinations formed by the constructional pattern
{x+tor} were analyzed, and subsequently, their conceptual schemas were mapped out to
elucidate the mechanisms of semantic extension.

Research Findings and Conclusion

An analysis of the research data reveals that the {x+tor} construction is not merely a one-to-one
grammatical marker; rather, it possesses a radial semantic organization. According to the
findings, its prototypical meaning denotes a “human-like stative similarity,” or simply put,
“having perceptual features similar to x.”

As stated by Lakoft (1987), peripheral meanings and semantic extension occur through domain
shift, metaphorization, and increased subjectification (mentalization). In light of this, and based
on the conducted analyses, the peripheral meanings of this suffix have diverged from their
central meaning and extended into 10 distinct semantic domains, which are as follows:

1. Similarity to sensory features, 2. Similarity to outward style, 3. Evaluative similarity (which
itself is a peripheral meaning of outward style), 4. Similarity to format and performative
structure, 5. Similarity to mode of expression, 6. Similarity to genre or narrative style, 7.
Similarity to social identity, 8. Similarity to artistic persona (which is also a peripheral meaning
of social identity), 9. Similarity to situational state, and10. Similarity to quantity.

As stated earlier, this'semantic network originates from a central core and extends radially
toward the periphery. The significant point is that the further we move from the central meaning
toward the peripheral meanings, the higher the degree of abstraction and mental
conceptualization becomes in the use of this suffix. The radial expansion of the suffix “-tor”,
from a central meaning (human likeness) to diverse semantic domains, indicates morphological
dynamism within digital discourse. This study demonstrates that media and social networks play
an important role in both conceptual extension and morphological productivity in contemporary
Persian.

One of the key issues addressed in this research is distancing from the central meaning and
moving toward neologism formation, which, according to what Rosch (1975) suggests, is
referred to as cognitive economy meaning that by adding this suffix, the speaker can express
resemblance without any elaborate explanation, causing the base domain to expand. Another



reason is linguistic creativity, a feature that Yule (2010) attributes specifically to human
language, which allows for the production of infinite outputs from limited inputs.

Ultimately, the explanation of both the prototype meaning and the peripheral meanings of this
suffix proves highly beneficial for a broader understanding of semantic networks and affixation.
It also clearly reveals the profound connection between Persian morphology and cognitive
semantics.

Examining the Emerging Suffix "-, 5" /tor/ in Contemporary Persian with a Cognitive

Morphology Approach

Abstract

This paper, adopting a cognitive morphology approach and relying on the prototype theory,
systematically examines the {x + tor} pattern in Persian. The research data includes 104 contextual
examples extracted from natural discourses ofusers in cyberspace. The main goal of the research
is to determine the central meaning and peripheral meanings of this suffix and to examine the
relationship between the lexical base type and the conceptual roles resulting from its combination.
In addition, the authors drew conceptual schemas based on the meanings obtained, which were
helpful in explaining the data. The findings show that the construction {x + tor} has a radial
semantic organization in. which the prototype meaning is human state similarity and extends to
more abstract domains at 10-levels of object sensory similarity, appearance style, evaluative, form
and structure, mode of expression, genre, social identity, artistic personality, situation, and
quantity. This expansion demonstrates the dynamics of morphology in digital discourse.
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