A Cognitive Grammar Analysis of the Meanings of the Postposition /pad/ in Middle Persian

Abstract:

Within the framework of Cognitive Grammar, concepts of trajector and landmark elements play a
central role in understanding relational meaning and the "figure-ground" organization in linguistic
expressions. These concepts, initially introduced by Langacker (1991/2008), describe the roles of
participants in a conceptual relationship. This paper examines the meaning of the postposition
/pad/ in Middle Persian within this framework. To achieve this goal, all Middle Persian expressions
in which /pad/ occurred were extracted from the Parsig Corpus and analyzed. In Middle Persian,
this word appeared 2,456 times. The results indicate that /pad/ conveyed five distinct meanings:
"in/within" (the most frequent meaning), "accompaniment," "down," "through," and "cause-effect
relation” (the least frequent meaning), all of which reflect a different cognitive framework among
Middle Persian speakers compared to Modern Persian speakers. These results are also compared
with the related languages of Greek, Sanskrit, and Latin, showing a similar transformation in
meaning in comparison with Persian.
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