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Abstract

Based on the theoretical framework of distributed morphology, the process of word formation is distributed
across three components: lexicon, syntax, and post-syntax. Adopting a non-lexicalist approach, this study
investigates the attachment of comparative suffixes ("-tar"), superlative suffixes ("-tarin"), and ordinal
suffixes ("-um", "-min", and "-mi") to roots, conceived as abstract lexical concepts entering syntax, and
examines their involvement in adjectival constructions through the post-syntactic operations of fusion,
fission, and late insertion. The analysis revealed that the comparative suffix "-tar", which has a simple
exponence, is hosted within the degree projection. The superlative suffix "-tarin", however, has an extended
exponence composed of two segments, "-tar" and "-in". Consequently, in the post-syntax, following the
fission of the degree node into two nodes (degree and superlative) each segment is inserted into one of these
split nodes. Similarly, the ordinal suffix "-um" is inserted within the ordinal projection, while the ordinal
suffixes "-min" and "-mi", due to their complex exponence, undergo fission into nodes "Ordinal 1" and
"Ordinal 2", respectively. This study thus elucidated the morphosyntactic architecture underlying Persian
adjectival morphology within a distributed morphology framework.

Keywords: Inflectional Affixation, Distributed Morphology, Comparative Affix, Superlative Affix,
Ordinal Affix.
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