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Abstract

Language can be studied from various perspectives. One of the methods for
studying linguistic variations in society is examining cultural sources such as
stories, novels, musical productions, poems, and ancient myths. Among the
topics that have received significant attention in the media and have an
important place in the representations is the concept “gender”, particularly the
representation of masculinity or femininity. The representation of patriarchy
has various positive and negative aspects and varies across different cultures.
The portrayal of a powerful and influential man is influenced by the
components of a culture and its role and position within that context. This
study aimed to explore the representation of patriarchy in a positive form in
ancient Persian poetry from the perspective of social linguistics. To achieve
this, verses that have a clear connection with the subject matter of the
research, that is, gender-based linguistic interaction, were selected. Using
Barthes’ three-level semiotic analysis method, the representation of the male
character and specifically the father, as well as the linguistic position of the
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father compared to other roles, were analyzed from the perspective of social
linguistics. The results on that the ancient poetry showed the representation
of male linguistic control, linguistic dominance of the father over other roles,
the absence of dialogue, and the establishment of a framework for making
requests from the central male figure (father), as well as gendered language
in linguistic interactions. This representation is based on the ideology and
patriarchy discourse in society, and although it has been considered positive
in society and culture, it does not hold the same position and role in
contemporary society.

Keywords: Social Linguistics, Iranian Myths, Father, Patriarchy, Linguistic
Dominance
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